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Death to 56!?

When I first realized that | was called to predclvas such an exciting day for me. At that timenyn
life | was doing my best to serve God and | wasdeag for direction. | wasn't raised in churcb,tbe idea of
becoming a preacher seemed so foreign to my middin't know how | was get to the place that | gasng
to do what God called me to do. However, when ptike to me that | was called into ministry, | haldoge
that He could also help me to get there. The pserthiat He made with me that day was that He wwalk
with me into my calling if | followed Him.

He asked me to follow Him down a path that would anme fulfilling the calling that He gave me.
When we start to follow God it is always excitingddfilled with such hope. Yet as time goes bygaih seem
that it is such a long path from the moment wet starthe finish. There are times when it fedte IGod has
left us in those moments, and it can feel loneky hopeless. The distance that we travel from whed gives
us a dream, to when that dream comes to passeeamrsever ending.

Most believers give up before God has a chancmighfwhat He has started. As | look at the botdy o
Christ today | find many people have lost their veagl have given up on truly trusting God to leashth In
Genesis 12:2 God made a promise to Abram and h&%vgsars old, I*will make you a great nation; | will
bless you And make your name great; And you skall Iblessing.’Abram and his wife Sarai had already tried
unsuccessfully to have children their whole lifé baw they had a promise from God.

If Abram was at all like me, then | am sure thatas expecting Sarai to become pregnant very soon -
after all she was already 65 years old. Afeeryears of trying and trusting in the word that was spok&ahim
nothing had happenedhis is the same place on the path that many Gmgsstruggle with just as Abram and
Sarai did. When nothing seems to change, we @ndar hope, and struggle with believing that Gostil
leading us.

This is what happened to Abram and Sarai. Thgyp&to believing that God was going to make things
come to pass and they took the matter into their bands. Geneses 16:1-8ldw Sarai, Abram’s wife, had
borne him no children. But she had an Egyptianesiaamed Hagar; so she said to Abram, “The Lord keyst
me from having children. Go, sleep with my slawhpps | can build a family through her.” Abram agd to
what Sarai said. So after Abram had been livinG@anaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egypsiane
Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his witesldpt with Hagar, and she conceived.

In that day if you owned a slave then plso owned everything that was part of thateslawluding
the children. So it made sense to them that thist tne how God wanted to bring about His promisa dfild.
Many of God's children today are striving to makadG calling to them come to pass by using them aiility
and strength and they are doing the exact same that Abram and Sarai did. Lack of hope, and laick
patience, will push us to striving into our own dasn, and take us off of the path that God has us on



All of my Christian life | have heard about Ishm#® son of Abram and his wife’s servant. | wad to
to always watch out because the devil will alwagtsdsan Ishmael before an Issac can be born. Therach
truth in this statement that we must be carefavoid Ishmael at all cost. However, as | studrexbée
scriptures it is very clear about who created Iskiraad it was not the devil. It was Abram and 8atack of
faith that caused them to create an Ishmael. $twan’s attempt to make the promise of God conpass
with man’s plans and ability. If you notice withemat the age of 86 years old Abram still had thenahability
to make a child but Sarai did not.

| also want you to notice that Abram believed tisaimael was the answer to God's promise even though
it brought strife into his family. For thirteenams he thought that God's promise was being fedfithrough his
plan, and yet it was not true. Many believers yoaie striving and trying to please God with tlggnd works
and good intentions, but yet it still is only ahrisael to God. In Galatians 4:22-23 it say=r‘it is written
that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwothamther by a freewomaBut he who was of the
bondwoman was born according to the flesh, andfhlesfreewoman through promise.

God changed the names of Abram and Sarai to Abramah®arah, and once again began to speak to
them about the promise of being the father of maations. At this time Abraham was puzzled becégseas
almost 100 years old now and his wife was almoste#is old. He even asked Gudonly Ishmael might
live under your blessing!but God would not accept Ishmael. He wanted aaclsa son born of faith and not
of the flesh. It's amazing how he thought thatgremise of God was fulfilled but it was not. Howany
believers are in the same deception as they waalessly in their own ability to please God?

Why did God wait until Abraham was 100 years oldui@ll the promise He made all those years earlie
you might ask. | have a simple answer for thatvds because He was waiting for Abraham to losenaiural
ability to produce by his flesh. He even laughe@ad and said'Will a son be born to a man a hundred years
old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninetyl2'was now impossible for man to make the promiséad
come to pass and there was only one true way foahfem to bring a child into this world and it wasHaith.

Abraham’s path took many years to complete bectsek that long for him to lose his ability to
fulfill Gods promise in his own flesh. It was aftee had no possible way of making it happen trad Gas
able to accomplish what He wanted by faith. Idadithat this is the same path that the Lord hagdo and
for me. It may seem that God's promise to yoaksg too long, and it may seem that He has abatigau
on the very path that He has placed you on.

God believes in you and | know that y@lieve in Him, that is why you started on thehpat
obedience. Don't give up, don't stop, and dont ppaying. There are incredible things in youtuie,
promises that can only be accomplished by faitHim. As your flesh loses its abilities, be enc@e@ that
you are getting closer to that promise being figldilin your life. God is amazing and He believegou. Keep
trusting in Him.
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